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Ladner United Church  

COVID-19 Re-Opening Protocols 

Updated: January 12, 2022 

 

The protocols outlined and described below each follow the necessary safety protocols 

recommended and required by government officials and the United Church of Canada. This 

plan will be updated as more information becomes available and as is necessary to ensure 

the safety of all staff, ministry personnel, and congregation members. The following policies 

and documents were used in making this plan: 

- The BC Centre for Disease Control’s: “Faith-Based, Spiritual, and Worship Practicies”i 

- Worksafe BC’s “Faith-Based Organizations”ii 

- Pacific Mountain Regional Council’s updates on COVID-19 

- The Order of the Provincial Health Officer “Gatherings and Events” update of December 

22, 2021iii 

- BCCDC – Travel and COVID-19 iv 

This document was written in conjunction with the document “LUC Steps of Re-Opening.” To 

find protocols specific to each “Step,” please view the corresponding page.  

 

Protocols for Step 2 

General 
If you are sick, you are not allowed into Ladner United Church. Please use the BC Centre for 

Disease Control’s “Self-Assessment”iv tool before coming or review the COVID-19 Self 

Assessment Questions below: 

- Are you feeling well today? 

- Are you experiencing any difficulty breathing or find yourself coughing? 

- Have you been around anyone who has exhibited symptoms of COVID-19? 

If you or anyone in your household is sick (including fever, coughing, sneezing) BC’s public 

health authorities require that you stay home. The BC Centre for Disease Control requires that 

people coming back into Canada from the US or other places have a recent PCR test showing no 

COVID and to monitor symptoms, as above. 
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While at the church, you may be asked to leave if you are showing signs that you are ill. 

 

Entry Procedures 
All who enter the church on church business or for church activities are required to be trained 

in and follow these Entry Procedures: 

- Pass the Covid-19 Self-Assessment Questions (see above) 

- Wash hands or use hand sanitizer upon entering the building. 

- You must practice physical distancing and maintain a distance of at least 2 metres 

from others.  

- Wearing a mask is now mandatory while in the building, unless working by 

yourself in an office space. 

- Adhere to all the posted signs  

- Follow the occupancy limits for each room of the church while maintaining physical 

distancing protocols and barriers.  

- The kitchen is not to be used except by paid staff with limitations.  

Church Sunday Services 
In Step 2 church services are online using Zoom. Information about accessing Zoom links can be 

accessed in the weekly newsletter or from the church office.  

Cleaning Protocols 
We are following the cleaning and disinfecting protocols from Worksafe BC.  

The LUC Custodian, as well as other Staff and anyone working in the church, will be trained in 

these policies and procedures and other deep cleaning procedures. 

There will be a cleaning schedule and checklist provided in each space of the church being used 

(the Sanctuary, Front Office, Minister’s Office, Advocacy Office, and the Knoblauch Room). In 

each of these spaces, a spray bottle, and a hand sanitizer will be provided as well. Once an area 

has been cleaned, Staff must fill out the schedule and checklist. 

After a meeting takes place, the staff person is required to sanitize all necessary surfaces after 

the visitor leaves, according to the “COVID-19 Health and Safety: Cleaning and Disinfecting” 

document mentioned above. This includes high-surface areas such as doorhandles, light 

switches, or the plexiglass barrier, if used, or any other surface a visitor may have touched. 

All staff, upon leaving their workspaces at the end of the day, will need to clean their space and 

disinfect. 

Staff Office Hours 
Ministry personnel and staff members will use their own discretion and collaborate together in 

naming their hours in the building, according to their mutual comfort with the degree of risk. 
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Staff members may choose to work at home at times when other staff members are in the 

office as well. 

In cases of shared offices, care will be taken to maintain physical distance, especially at 

doorways.  

When staff members are meeting in-person for planning or supervision purposes, physical 

distance must be maintained. Masks must be worn to protect participants. Plexiglass dividers 

will be provided to be used in offices or meeting areas.  

The front office during the pandemic is not a communal space. For front office hours with 

Willow, the church office door will remain locked. Please visit her through the front window 

located to the right just as you come into the church. 

Community Inquiries 
The front door of Ladner United Church will remain locked at all times. Signage will direct 

inquirers to ring the bell and stand back to wait for staff to respond during office hours. If no 

staff is present, visitors will be asked to call or email the church office. Staff will remain 

physically distant when letting people into the building. 

Meeting with any staff member or visiting the church for any reason is by appointment only. 

Everyone who enters the building will be required to follow all Entry Procedures (see above). 

Monitoring Plan and Assessing Risks 
Any concerns or questions about the plan should be brought to the attention of the LUC Covid-

19 Task Group (Lydia Ruenzel, Willow Mainprize, Yvonne McKenna, Jane Marynowski, Wendy 

Bily, and Sandy Holland). Staff, volunteers, and any church attendees can voice concerns to the 

Front Office who will forward the concerns to the LUC Covid-19 Task Group. 

LUC will monitor and assess how these changes are affecting the work of the church and make 

changes as necessary. 

 
i http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/community-settings/faith-based-spiritual-and-
worship-practices  
ii https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restrictions#worship-services  
iiihttps://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-
officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf   
iv https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/travel/current  
v https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en  
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